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Otto of the Silver Hand was one of the first historical novels for young adults to present the realities behind
the chivalric ideal. Pyle reveals the prevalence of cruelty and vengefulness in medieval society. The lesson
that chivalry was not always glorious does not, however, overshadow the high sense of adventure found in
the story. The story's unflinching portrayal of the unpleasant aspects of medieval life may shock some young
readers, but its well-organized and exciting plot makes for entertaining reading.

The book centers around the life of Otto, the son of German warlord Baron Conrad. Otto's mother, Baroness
Matilda, has died in premature labour, brought on by the sight of the Baron's battle wounds, prompting
Conrad to take his newborn son to be raised in a nearby monastery. When Otto reaches the age of eleven his
father returns to claim him from the gentle monks, taking him back to live in Castle Drachenhausen,
("Dragons' House", in German) the ancestral mountaintop fortress from which the Baron launches his
attacks. Here Otto learns of and is horrified by his father's life as a robber baron, and particularly the
revelation of how Conrad killed a defeated, surrendering enemy, Baron Frederick, a rival robber baron who
with his men was defending a column of merchants in return for the tribute they were paying him.

Shortly thereafter Baron Conrad obeys a summons to the Imperial Court, taking the vast majority of his men-
at-arms with him as an impressive escort but leaving Castle Drachenhausen practically undefended as a
result. The late Baron Frederick's heir, his nephew Baron Henry, then attacks the castle, burning it to the
ground, and taking Otto captive. In the dungeon of his castle, Baron Henry explains to Otto that he has sworn
a solemn oath that any member of Baron Conrad's House who fell into his hands would never be able to
strike a blow like the one which killed his uncle, Baron Frederick. Because Otto is so young, the Baron keeps
this oath by cutting off his right hand instead of killing him, and as an afterthought has a healer sent to tend
to him. While Otto is feverish from the pain of his wound, he is comforted by Baron Henry's eight year old
daughter, Pauline, who visits his cell.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for people. The book Otto of the Silver Hand
(Illustrated)(Annotated) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Otto of the Silver Hand (Illustrated)(Annotated) is
not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Otto of the
Silver Hand (Illustrated)(Annotated). You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Donald Gullett:

This book untitled Otto of the Silver Hand (Illustrated)(Annotated) to be one of several books this best seller
in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Jose Enriquez:

Often the book Otto of the Silver Hand (Illustrated)(Annotated) has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

William Levitt:

Beside that Otto of the Silver Hand (Illustrated)(Annotated) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Otto of the Silver Hand (Illustrated)(Annotated) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as
well as read it from at this point!
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