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Peatlands form important landscape elements in many parts of the world and play significant roles for
biodiversity and global carbon balance. This new edition has been fully revised and updated, documenting
the latest advances in areas such as microbial processes and relations between biological processes and
hydrology. As well as thoroughly referencing the latest research, the authors expose a rich older literature
where an immense repository of natural history has accumulated.

The Biology of Peatlands starts with an overview of the main peatland types (marsh, swamp, fen, and bog),
before examining the entire range of biota present (microbes, invertebrates, plants, and vertebrates), together
with their specific adaptations to peatland habitats. Detailed coverage is devoted to the genus Sphagnum, the
most important functional plant group in northern peatlands, although tropical and southern hemisphere
peatlands are also covered. Throughout the book the interactions between organisms and environmental
conditions (especially wetness, availability of oxygen, and pH) are emphasized, with chapters on the physical
and chemical characteristics of peat, the role of peat as an archive of past vegetation and climate, and
peatland succession and development. Several other key factors and processes are then examined, including
hydrology and nutrient cycling. The fascinating peatland landforms in different parts of the world are
described, together with theories on how they have developed. Human interactions with peatlands are
considered in terms of management, conservation, and restoration. A final chapter, new to this edition,
focuses on the role of peatlands as sources or sinks for the greenhouse gases carbon dioxide and methane,
and the influences of climate change on peatlands.

This timely and accessible text is suitable for students and researchers of peatland ecology, as well as
providing an authoritative overview for professional ecologists and conservation biologists.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Spears:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The
Biology of Peatlands, 2e (Biology of Habitats) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Robert Bell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Biology of Peatlands, 2e (Biology of Habitats), you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Minerva Garrison:

Often the book The Biology of Peatlands, 2e (Biology of Habitats) has a lot info on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after perusing this book.

Marian Knight:

This The Biology of Peatlands, 2e (Biology of Habitats) is completely new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Biology of
Peatlands, 2e (Biology of Habitats) can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I
mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better
life and also knowledge.
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