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Although dominant in West European politics for more than a century, Christian Democratic parties remain
largely unexplored and little understood. An investigation of how political identities and parties form, this
book considers the origins of Christian Democratic "confessional" parties within the political context of
Western Europe. Examining five countries where a successful confessional party emerged (Belgium, the
Netherlands, Austria, Germany, and Italy) and one where it did not (France), Stathis N. Kalyvas addresses
perplexing questions raised by the Christian Democratic phenomenon. How can we reconcile the religious
roots of these parties with their tremendous success and resilience in secular and democratic Western
Europe? Why have these parties discarded their initial principles and objectives to become secular forces
governing secular societies? The author's answers reveal the way in which social and political actors make
decisions based on self-interest under conditions that constrain their choices and the information they rely
on?often with unintended but irrevocable consequences.Kalyvas also lays a foundation for a theory of the
Christian Democratic phenomenon which would specify the conditions under which confessional parties
succeed and would determine the impact of such parties, and the way they are formed, on politics and
society. Drawing from political science, sociology, and history, his analysis goes beyond Christian
Democracy to address issues related to the methodology of political science, the theory of party formation,
the political development of Europe, the relationship between religion and politics, the construction of
collective political identities, and the role of agency and contingency in politics.
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From reader reviews:

Marlene Childs:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House Series
in Politics, History and Culture) as the daily resource information.

Marie Griffin:

The guide untitled The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History
and Culture) is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Rise of Christian
Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Charles Davis:

The book untitled The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History
and Culture) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach.
The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this.
The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Audrey Patton:

You may get this The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History
and Culture) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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