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It is not only the past that lies in ruins in Patna, it is also the present. But that is not the only truth about the
city that Amitava Kumar explores in this vivid, entertaining account of his hometown. We accompany him
through many Patnas, the myriad cities locked within the city—the shabby reality of the present-day capital
of Bihar; Pataliputra, the storied city of emperors; the dreamlike embodiment of the city in the minds and
hearts of those who have escaped contemporary Patna's confines. Full of fascinating observations and
impressions, A Matter of Rats reveals a challenging and enduring city that exerts a lasting pull on all those
who drift into its orbit.

Kumar's ruminations on one of the world's oldest cities, the capital of India's poorest province, are also a
meditation on how to write about place. His memory is partial. All he has going for him is his attentiveness.
He carefully observes everything that surrounds him in Patna: rats and poets, artists and politicians, a girl's
picture in a historian's study, and a sheet of paper on his mother's desk. The result is this unique book, as
cutting as it is honest.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Bruns:

The book A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Linda Howard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of
Patna reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of
Patna as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't assess
book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jennifer Stanley:

This A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this A Matter of Rats: A
Short Biography of Patna can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep
I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book
is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life
and also knowledge.

Margaret Pace:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and A Matter of Rats: A Short
Biography of Patna or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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