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Recent research on inequality and poverty has shown that those born into low-income families, especially
African Americans, still have difficulty entering the middle class, in part because of the disadvantages they
experience living in more dangerous neighborhoods, going to inferior public schools, and persistent racial
inequality. Coming of Age in the Other America shows that despite overwhelming odds, some disadvantaged
urban youth do achieve upward mobility. Drawing from ten years of fieldwork with parents and children
who resided in Baltimore public housing, sociologists Stefanie DeLuca, Susan Clampet-Lundquist, and
Kathryn Edin highlight the remarkable resiliency of some of the youth who hailed from the nation’s poorest
neighborhoods and show how the right public policies might help break the cycle of disadvantage.

Coming of Age in the Other America illuminates the profound effects of neighborhoods on impoverished
families. The authors conducted in-depth interviews and fieldwork with 150 young adults, and found that
those who had been able to move to better neighborhoods—either as part of the Moving to Opportunity
program or by other means—achieved much higher rates of high school completion and college enrollment
than their parents. About half the youth surveyed reported being motivated by an “identity project”—or a
strong passion such as music, art, or a dream job—to finish school and build a career.

Yet the authors also found troubling evidence that some of the most promising young adults often fell short
of their goals and remained mired in poverty. Factors such as neighborhood violence and family trauma put
these youth on expedited paths to adulthood, forcing them to shorten or end their schooling and find jobs
much earlier than their middle-class counterparts. Weak labor markets and subpar postsecondary educational
institutions, including exploitative for-profit trade schools and under-funded community colleges, saddle
some young adults with debt and trap them in low-wage jobs. A third of the youth surveyed—particularly
those who had not developed identity projects—were neither employed nor in school. To address these
barriers to success, the authors recommend initiatives that help transform poor neighborhoods and provide
institutional support for the identity projects that motivate youth to stay in school. They propose increased
regulation of for-profit schools and increased college resources for low-income high school students.

Coming of Age in the Other America presents a sensitive, nuanced account of how a generation of ambitious
but underprivileged young Baltimoreans has struggled to succeed. It both challenges long-held myths about
inner-city youth and shows how the process of “social reproduction”—where children end up stuck in the
same place as their parents—is far from inevitable.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Graham:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this Coming of Age in the Other America to read.

Joe Dix:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which you should start with. This Coming of Age in the Other America is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Matthew Sewell:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the e-book untitled Coming of Age in the Other America can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Brandy Godwin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Coming of Age in the
Other America.
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