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Working mothers, broken homes, poverty, racial or ethnic background, poorly educated parents—these are
the usual reasons given for the academic problems of poor urban children. Reginald M. Clark contends,
however, that such structural characteristics of families neither predict nor explain the wide variation in
academic achievement among children. He emphasizes instead the total family life, stating that the most
important indicators of academic potential are embedded in family culture.

To support his contentions, Clark offers ten intimate portraits of Black families in Chicago. Visiting the
homes of poor one- and two-parent families of high and low achievers, Clark made detailed observations on
the quality of home life, noting how family habits and interactions affect school success and what
characteristics of family life provide children with "school survival skills," a complex of behaviors, attitudes,
and knowledge that are the essential elements in academic success.

Clark's conclusions lead to exciting implications for educational policy. If school achievement is not
dependent on family structure or income, parents can learn to inculcate school survival skills in their
children. Clark offers specific suggestions and strategies for use by teachers, parents, school administrators,
and social service policy makers, but his work will also find an audience in urban anthropology, family
studies, and Black studies.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Kern:

The reason why? Because this Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or
Fail is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Ronald Griffin:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Family Life and School
Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.

Norma Baumgarten:

You may get this Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.

Virginia Laird:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor
Black Children Succeed or Fail to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and
examine it. Beside that the book Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or
Fail can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
the time.
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