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Confucianism has shaped a certain perception of Chinese security strategy, symbolized by the defensive,
nonaggressive Great Wall. Many believe China is antimilitary and reluctant to use force against its enemies.
It practices pacifism and refrains from expanding its boundaries, even when nationally strong.

In a path-breaking study traversing six centuries of Chinese history, Yuan-kang Wang resoundingly
discredits this notion, recasting China as a practitioner of realpolitik and a ruthless purveyor of expansive
grand strategies. Leaders of the Song Dynasty (960-1279) and Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) prized military
force and shrewdly assessed the capabilities of China's adversaries. They adopted defensive strategies when
their country was weak and pursued expansive goals, such as territorial acquisition, enemy destruction, and
total military victory, when their country was strong. Despite the dominance of an antimilitarist Confucian
culture, warfare was not uncommon in the bulk of Chinese history. Grounding his research in primary
Chinese sources, Wang outlines a politics of power that are crucial to understanding China's strategies today,
especially its policy of "peaceful development," which, he argues, the nation has adopted mainly because of
its military, economic, and technological weakness in relation to the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Harmony and War: Confucian Culture and Chinese Power Politics (Contemporary Asia in the World), you
could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a e-book.

Jared Williams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Harmony and War: Confucian Culture
and Chinese Power Politics (Contemporary Asia in the World) which is finding the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's observe.

Laura Lee:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
many books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Harmony and War: Confucian Culture and
Chinese Power Politics (Contemporary Asia in the World). This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

William Sanders:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Harmony and War: Confucian Culture and Chinese Power Politics (Contemporary Asia in the World). You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one location to other place.
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