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Richly illustrated with rare period photographs, Houston’s Hermann Park: A Century of Community
provides a vivid history of Houston’s oldest and most important urban park. Author and historian Barrie
Scardino Bradley sets Hermann Park in both a local and a national context as this grand park celebrates its
centennial at the culmination of a remarkable twenty-year rejuvenation.

As Bradley shows, Houston’s development as a major American city may be traced in the outlines of the
park’s history. During the early nineteenth century, Houston leaders were most interested in commercial
development and connecting the city via water and rail to markets beyond its immediate area. They
apparently felt no need to set aside public recreational space, nor was there any city-owned property that
could be so developed.

By 1910, however, Houston leaders were well aware that almost every major American city had an urban
park patterned after New York’s Central Park. By the time the City Beautiful Movement and its overarching
Progressive Movement reached the consciousness of Houstonians, Central Park’s designer, Frederick Law
Olmsted, had died, but his ideals had not. Local advocates of the City Beautiful Movement, like their
counterparts elsewhere, hoped to utilize political and economic power to create a beautiful, spacious, and
orderly city. Subsequent planning by the renowned landscape architect and planner George Kessler
envisioned a park that would anchor a system of open spaces in Houston. From that groundwork, in May
1914, George Hermann publicly announced his donation of 285 acres to the City of Houston for a municipal
park.

Bradley develops the events leading up to the establishment of Hermann Park, then charts how and why the
park developed, including a discussion of institutions within the park such as the Houston Zoo, the Japanese
Garden, and the Houston Museum of Natural Science. The book’s illustrations include plans, maps, and
photographs both historic and recent that document the accomplishments of the Hermann Park Conservancy
since its founding in 1992.

Royalties from sales will go to the Hermann Park Conservancy for stewardship of the park on behalf of the
community.
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From reader reviews:

Kelsey Palermo:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is
this Houston's Hermann Park: A Century of Community (Sara and John Lindsey Series in the Arts and
Humanities).

Nicholas Mishler:

This Houston's Hermann Park: A Century of Community (Sara and John Lindsey Series in the Arts and
Humanities) is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great
plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Houston's Hermann Park: A Century of Community (Sara and John
Lindsey Series in the Arts and Humanities) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is
not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that
will?

Suzanne Ferris:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Houston's Hermann Park: A
Century of Community (Sara and John Lindsey Series in the Arts and Humanities) which is getting the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Stephanie Hopkins:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Houston's Hermann Park: A Century of Community (Sara and John Lindsey Series in the



Arts and Humanities) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person
must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life with this book Houston's Hermann Park: A Century of Community (Sara and John Lindsey
Series in the Arts and Humanities). You can more appealing than now.
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