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The desire to know the body is a powerful dynamic of storytelling in all its forms. Peter Brooks argues that
modern narrative is intent on uncovering the body in order to expose a truth that must be written in the flesh.
In a book that ranges widely through literature and painting, Brooks shows how the imagination strives to
bring the body into language and to write stories on the body.

From Rousseau, Balzac, Mary Shelley, and Flaubert, to George Eliot, Zola, Henry James, and Marguerite
Duras, from Manet and Gauguin to Mapplethorpe, writers and artists have returned in fascination to the
body, the inescapable other of the spirit. Brooks's deep understanding of psychoanalysis informs his
demonstration of how the "epistemophilic urge"--the desire to know-guides fictional plots and our reading of
them.

It is the sexual body that furnishes the building blocks of symbolization, eventually of language itself-which
then takes us away from the body. Yet mind and language need to recover the body, as an other realm that is
primary to their very definition. Brooks shows how and why the female body has become the field upon
which the aspirations, anxieties, and contradictions of a whole society are played out. And he suggests how
writers and artists have found in the woman's body the dynamic principle of their storytelling, its motor
force.

This major book entertains and teaches: Brooks presumes no special knowledge on the part of his readers.
His account proceeds chronologically from Rousseau in the eighteenth century forward to contemporary
artists and writers. Body Work gives us a set of analytical tools and ideas-primarily from psychoanalysis,
narrative and film studies, and feminist theory-that enable us to read modern narrative afresh.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Body Work: Objects of Desire in Modern
Narrative. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book Body Work: Objects of Desire in Modern Narrative. You can add information and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Sally Norman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Body Work: Objects of Desire in
Modern Narrative is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Nathan Hutchison:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Body Work: Objects of
Desire in Modern Narrative suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Body Work: Objects of Desire in Modern Narrativeis the one of several books
that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Christina Bales:

The guide untitled Body Work: Objects of Desire in Modern Narrative is the guide that recommended to you
to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Body Work: Objects of Desire in Modern Narrative from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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