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(Applause Books). Jean Shepherd (1921-1999), master humorist, is best known for his creation A Christmas
Story , the popular movie about the child who wants a BB gun for Christmas and nearly shoots his eye out.
What else did Shepherd do? He is considered by many to be the Mark Twain and James Thurber of his day.
For many thousands of fans, for decades, "Shep" talked on the radio late at night, keeping them up way past
their bedtimes. He entertained without a script, improvising like a jazz musician, on any and every subject
you can imagine. He invented and remains the master of talk radio. Shepherd perpetrated one of the great
literary hoaxes of all time, promoting a nonexistent book and author, and then brought the book into
existence. He wrote 23 short stories for Playboy , four times winning their humor of the year award, and also
interviewed The Beatles for the magazine. He authored several popular books of humor and satire, created
several television series and acted in several plays. He is the model for the character played by Jason
Robards in the play and movie A Thousand Clowns , as well as the inspiration for the Shel Silverstein song
made famous by Johnny Cash, "A Boy Named Sue." Readers will learn the significance of innumerable
Shepherd words and phrases, such as "Excelsior, you fathead," and observe his constant confrontations with
the America he loved. They will get to know and understand this multitalented genius by peeking behind the
wall he built for himself a wall to hide a different and less agreeable persona. Through interviews with his
friends, co-workers and creative associates, such as musician David Amram, cartoonist and playwright Jules
Feiffer, publisher and broadcaster Paul Krassner, and author Norman Mailer, the book explains a complex
and unique genius of our time. "Shepherd pretty much invented talk radio ... What I got of him was a wonder
at the world one man could create. I am as awed now by his achievement as I was then." Richard Corliss,
Time magazine online
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From reader reviews:

Cari Sexton:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important normally. The book Excelsior, You Fathead!: The Art and Enigma of
Jean Shepherd had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Excelsior, You Fathead!: The Art and Enigma of
Jean Shepherd is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the
book Excelsior, You Fathead!: The Art and Enigma of Jean Shepherd. You never really feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Eddie Bussell:

Typically the book Excelsior, You Fathead!: The Art and Enigma of Jean Shepherd has a lot of information
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Christopher Gaul:

The reason why? Because this Excelsior, You Fathead!: The Art and Enigma of Jean Shepherd is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Robert Barker:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Excelsior, You Fathead!: The Art and
Enigma of Jean Shepherd or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Excelsior, You Fathead!: The Art and Enigma of Jean Shepherd to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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