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What do most career women do after a successful run on Madison Avenue? Catherine Finerty watched her
friends settle into the country-club life. She opted instead for Mexico.

When the 60-year-old widow loaded up her car and headed south, what she found at the end of the road was
far from what she expected. Finerty settled into a comfortable house just outside of Guadalajara and,
although not a Catholic, she soon immersed herself in Franciscan volunteer work. It wasn't long before she
found herself visiting small settlements hidden in the tropical mountains of western Mexico, and it was in
Jesús María—so isolated that one could only get there by mule or small plane—that she found her new
calling: the village nurse.

With its bugs and heat, no phones or running water, the tiny town was hardly a place to enjoy one's
retirement years, but Finerty was quickly charmed by the community of Cora Indians and mestizos. Armed
with modest supplies, a couple of textbooks, and common sense, she found herself delivering first aid,
advising on public health, and administering injections. And in a place where people still believed in the
power of shamans, providing health care sometimes required giving in to the magical belief that a
hypodermic needle could cure anything.

Finerty's account of her eight years in Jesús María is both a compelling story of nursing under adverse
conditions and a loving portrait of a people and their ways. She shares the joys and sorrows of this isolated
world: religious festivals and rites of passage; the tragedy of illness and death in a place where people still
rely on one another as much as medicine; a flash flood that causes such havoc that even less-than-pious
village men attend Mass daily. And she introduces a cast of characters not unlike those in a novel: Padre
Domingo and his airborne medical practice; the local bishop, who frowns on Finerty's slacks; Chela, a
mestiza from whom she rents her modest two-room house (complete with scorpions); and the young Cora
Indian woman Chuy, from whom she gains insight into her new neighbors.

Blending memoir and travel writing, In a Village Far from Home takes readers deep into the Sierra Madre to
reveal its true treasure: the soul of a people.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Evans:

The book In a Village Far from Home: My Years among the Cora Indians of the Sierra Madre can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing
like a book In a Village Far from Home: My Years among the Cora Indians of the Sierra Madre? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book In a Village Far from Home: My Years
among the Cora Indians of the Sierra Madre has simple shape however you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Raymond Floyd:

Typically the book In a Village Far from Home: My Years among the Cora Indians of the Sierra Madre will
bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
If you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book In a Village Far from
Home: My Years among the Cora Indians of the Sierra Madre is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Grant Rickard:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love In a Village Far from Home: My
Years among the Cora Indians of the Sierra Madre, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Sandra Easley:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The In a Village Far from Home: My Years among the Cora Indians of the Sierra Madre offer you a
new experience in reading through a book.
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