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This illuminating study of the evolution of Chinese capitalism chronicles the fortunes of the Song family of
North China under five successive authoritarian governments. Headed initially by Song Chuandian, who
became rich by exporting hairnets to Europe and America in the early twentieth century, the family built a
thriving business against long odds of rural poverty and political chaos.

A savvy political operator, Song Chuandian prospered and kept local warlords at bay, but his career ended
badly when he fell afoul of the new Nationalist government. His son Song Feiqing?inspired by the reformist
currents of the May Fourth Movement?developed a utopian capitalist vision that industry would redeem
China from foreign imperialism and cultural backwardness. He founded the Dongya Corporation in 1932 to
manufacture wool knitting yarn and for two decades steered the company through a constantly changing
political landscape?the Nationalists, then Japanese occupiers, then the Nationalists again, and finally Chinese
Communists. Increasingly hostile governments, combined with inflation, foreign competition, and a restless
labor force, thwarted his ambition to create an “Industrial Eden.”

Brett Sheehan shows how the Song family engaged in eclectic business practices that bore the imprint of
both foreign and traditional Chinese influences. Businesspeople came to expect much from increasingly
intrusive states, but the position of private capitalists remained tenuous no matter which government was in
control. Although private business in China was closely linked to the state, it was neither a handmaiden to
authoritarianism nor a natural ally of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Land:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision seemed to be
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision is not only giving you more new
information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision.
You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Gerald Rountree:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Industrial Eden:
A Chinese Capitalist Vision is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Erma Ward:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision.

Belinda Fergerson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Industrial Eden: A Chinese
Capitalist Vision reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Industrial Eden: A Chinese
Capitalist Vision as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can
break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.
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