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When the twenty-volume Oxford English Dictionary, Second Edition, appeared years ago, the public
response was extraordinary. The AP and UPI announced publication over their newswires. Time and
Newsweek ran full-page articles. The New Yorker published an extensive essay. Virtually every major paper
in American and in Great Britain covered the event. And from every corner, the praise was lavish. Time
called it "a scholarly Everest." Newsweek, "a celebration of language." And Herbert Mitgang, in The New
York Times, called the new OED "the last word on words" and "the arbiter of the English language as it is
read and spoken all over the world."

Now comes the Compact Edition of OED II, which captures all the wealth of scholarship found in the
original edition in just one volume. The Compact is not an abridgement, but a direct photoreduction of the
entire 20-volume set, with nine pages of the original on every nine-by-twelve page of the Compact (a
magnifying glass comes with it). As in the Second Edition, the Compact combines in one alphabetical
sequence the sixteen volumes of the first OED and the four Supplements--plus an extra five thousand new
words to bring this monumental dictionary completely up to date. And it is monumental, with definitions of
500,000 words, 290,000 main entries, 137,000 pronunciations, 249,300 etymologies, 577,000 cross-
references, and over 2,412,000 illustrative quotations. But as large as it is, perhaps its most important feature
is its historical focus. The OED records not only words and meanings currently in use but also those that
have long been considered obsolete. Moreover, under each definition of a word is a chronologically arranged
group of quotations that illustrate the word's usage down through the years, beginning with its earliest known
appearance. The result is a dictionary that offers unique insight into the way our language has, over the
centuries, grown, changed, and been put to use.

More than 100 years in the making, The Oxford English Dictionary is now universally acknowledged as the
world's greatest dictionary--the supreme arbiter on the usage and meaning of English words, a fascinating
guide to the history and evolution of the language, and one of the greatest works of scholarship ever
produced. The Washington Post has written that "no one who reads or writes seriously can be without the
OED." Now with the Compact, the world's greatest dictionary is within the reach of anyone who wants one.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Gabel:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Compact Edition of The Oxford English
Dictionary, Complete Text Reproduced Micrographically (in slipcase with reading glass) (v. 1-20) as your
daily resource information.

Catherine Poppe:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Compact Edition of The Oxford English Dictionary, Complete Text
Reproduced Micrographically (in slipcase with reading glass) (v. 1-20) why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Eva Pham:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Compact Edition of The
Oxford English Dictionary, Complete Text Reproduced Micrographically (in slipcase with reading glass) (v.
1-20) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Maria Lamotte:

You can get this The Compact Edition of The Oxford English Dictionary, Complete Text Reproduced
Micrographically (in slipcase with reading glass) (v. 1-20) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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