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This detailed biographical account of Reinaldo Arenas's open opposition to Cuba's revolutionary institutions
reveals the price that the well-known Cuban dissident--one of the first out-of-the-closet gay writers from
Latin America--paid in his quest for political, sexual, and literary freedom. Arenas was a semiliterate peasant
in Havana in 1962 when, at age 22, he began a promising literary career. His autobiographical fiction boldly
explored strong homoerotic themes, and he was forced to smuggle his work out of the country for
publication abroad. Rafael Ocasio presents Arenas as an ideological political outlaw and a vocal sexual
dissident, tracing the key political incidents that led Arenas into confrontation with official policies about
proper revolutionary behavior. Ocasio examines eyewitness accounts--appearing here for the first time in
book form--of work camps founded in the mid-sixties for the internment of social deviants, homosexuals,
and religious practitioners, exposing the extent of government persecution of writers in revolutionary Cuba.
Using interviews with Arenas, critical reviews published both within Cuba and abroad of his work, and
memoirs and recollections of Arenas's publishers, friends, and even rivals, Ocasio examines all major
periods of Arenas's literary life, focusing especially on the years he lived in Havana. He corroborates
Arenas's own version of his arrest by police entrapment in 1973, his flight from the courts, his imprisonment
in El Morro penitentiary, and his escape from Cuba to Miami on the 1980 Mariel boatlift. With his historical
overview of the Cuban Revolution's systematic campaigns against homosexuality and his examination of
previouslyunpublished material from Arenas's correspondence in the Princeton University collection, Ocasio
presents a compelling biography of a counterrevolutionary activist and writer of international importance.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Garza:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Cuba's Political
and Sexual Outlaw: Reinaldo Arenas? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have different opinion?

William Ullrich:

The book Cuba's Political and Sexual Outlaw: Reinaldo Arenas can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Cuba's Political and Sexual
Outlaw: Reinaldo Arenas? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Cuba's Political and Sexual Outlaw: Reinaldo Arenas has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mildred Kelly:

Often the book Cuba's Political and Sexual Outlaw: Reinaldo Arenas has a lot of information on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Rick Fairchild:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Cuba's Political and Sexual
Outlaw: Reinaldo Arenas that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you are able to pick Cuba's Political and Sexual Outlaw: Reinaldo Arenas become your
personal starter.
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