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In a culture where the supernatural possessed an immediacy now strange to us, magic was of great
importance both in the literary and mythic tradition and in ritual practice. Recently, ancient magic has hit a
high in popularity, both as an area of scholarly inquiry and as one of general, popular interest. In Magic,
Witchcraft, and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds Daniel Ogden presents three hundred texts in new
translations, along with brief but explicit commentaries. This is the first book in the field to unite extensive
selections from both literary and documentary sources. Alongside descriptions of sorcerers, witches, and
ghosts in the works of ancient writers, it reproduces curse tablets, spells from ancient magical recipe books,
and inscriptions from magical amulets. Each translation is followed by a commentary that puts it in context
within ancient culture and connects the passage to related passages in this volume. Authors include the well
known (Sophocles, Herodotus, Plato, Aristotle, Virgil, Pliny) and the less familiar, and extend across the
whole of Greco-Roman antiquity.

The second edition includes a new preface, an updated bibliography, and new source-passages, such as the
earliest use of the word "mage" in Greek" (fr. Aeschylus' Persians ), a werewolf tale (Aesop's Fables), and
excerpts from the most systematic account of ancient legislation against magic (Theodosian Code).
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Bailey:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman
Worlds: A Sourcebook. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important a book Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Barbara Roundtree:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to
stand up than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook book as nice and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Karen Bright:

Often the book Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Jennifer Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in
the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook.
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