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In this trenchant examination of Christianity’s dark side, a criminologist argues persuasively that high rates
of violent crime in the United States can be correlated with Christian conservative attitudes, especially in
regard to social mores and politics. Of particular concern is “Christian nationalism.” Supporters of this
movement argue that America was founded as a Christian nation and they work to install their
fundamentalist brand of Christianity as the dominant factor in American political and social life. Far from
being a fanatic outlier sect, this group is shown to have significant cultural influence, especially in the
American South. Not coincidentally, the author suggests, the South also has the highest homicide rates.

Noting the violent biblical passages often cited by religious conservatives, their sense of righteousness, their
dogmatic mindset that tolerates no dissent, and their support for harshly punitive measures toward “sinners,”
Peterson Sparks shows that their worldview is the ideal seedbed for violence. Not only does this mindset
make violent reactions in interpersonal conflicts more likely, the author says, but it exacerbates the problems
of the criminal justice system by advocating policies that create high incarceration rates. The author also
devotes particular attention to the victimization of women, children, and LGBT people, which follows from
this rigid belief system.  

While not resorting to a blanket condemnation of Christianity or religion as a whole, Peterson Sparks issues
a wake-up call regarding conservative Christianity’s toxic mixture of fundamentalism, authoritarian politics,
patriotism, and retributory justice.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Parrish:

The book The Devil You Know: The Surprising Link between Conservative Christianity and Crime can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the good thing like a book The Devil You Know: The Surprising Link between Conservative
Christianity and Crime? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Devil
You Know: The Surprising Link between Conservative Christianity and Crime has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Joyce Hazel:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Devil You Know: The Surprising Link between Conservative
Christianity and Crime why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Nicole Montes:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Devil You Know: The
Surprising Link between Conservative Christianity and Crime as well as others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Devil You Know: The
Surprising Link between Conservative Christianity and Crime to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

John Fouts:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book The Devil
You Know: The Surprising Link between Conservative Christianity and Crime. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make



you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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