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Since the end of the draft, the U.S. Army has prided itself on its patriotic volunteers who heed the call to “Be
All That You Can Be.” But beneath the recruitment slogans, the army promised volunteers something more
tangible: a social safety net including medical and dental care, education, child care, financial counseling,
housing assistance, legal services, and other privileges that had long been reserved for career soldiers. The
Rise of the Military Welfare State examines how the U.S. Army’s extension of benefits to enlisted men and
women created a military welfare system of unprecedented size and scope.

America’s all-volunteer army took shape in the 1970s, in the wake of widespread opposition to the draft.
Abandoning compulsory conscription, it wrestled with how to attract and retain soldiers?a task made more
difficult by the military’s plummeting prestige after Vietnam. The army solved the problem, Jennifer
Mittelstadt shows, by promising to take care of its own?the more than ten million Americans who
volunteered for active duty after 1973 and their families. While the United States dismantled its civilian
welfare system in the 1980s and 1990s, army benefits continued to expand.

Yet not everyone was pleased by programs that, in their view, encouraged dependency, infantilized soldiers,
and feminized the institution. Fighting to outsource and privatize the army’s “socialist” system and to
reinforce “self-reliance” among American soldiers, opponents rolled back some of the military welfare
state’s signature achievements, even as a new era of war began.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is
this The Rise of the Military Welfare State.

Deborah Allen:

The reserve with title The Rise of the Military Welfare State has lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Vicky Penn:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Rise of the Military Welfare State is
simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Lowell Decoteau:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Rise of the Military Welfare State can give you a lot
of pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Rise of the Military Welfare State.
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