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Imagination ablaze: 750 years on from Dante's birth, William Blake's spectacular illustrations to The
Divine Comedy
 
Celebrated around the world as a literary monument, The Divine Comedy, completed in 1321 and written by
Dante Alighieri (1265–1321) is widely considered the greatest work ever composed in the Italian language.
The epic poem describes Dante's journey through Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven, representing, on a deeper
level, the soul's path towards salvation.

In the last few years of his life, Romantic poet and artist William Blake (1757–1827) produced 102
illustrations for Dante’s masterwork, from pencil sketches to finished watercolors. Like Dante's sweeping
poem, Blake's drawings range from scenes of infernal suffering to celestial light, from horrifying human
disfigurement to the perfection of physical form. While faithful to the text, Blake also brought his own
perspective to some of Dante's central themes.

Today, Blake’s illustrations, left in various stages of completion at the time of his death, are dispersed among
seven different institutions. This TASCHEN edition brings these works together again, alongside key
excerpts from Dante's masterpiece. Two introductory essays consider Dante and Blake, as well as other
major artists who have been inspired by The Divine Comedy, including Sandro Botticelli, Michelangelo,
Eugène Delacroix, Gustave Doré and Auguste Rodin.

With a close reading of Blake’s illustrations, and 14 fold-out spreads to allow the most delicate of details
to dazzle, this is a breathtaking encounter with two of the finest artistic talents in history, as well as with
such universal themes as love, guilt, punishment, revenge, and redemption.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Emory:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title William Blake: The
Drawings for Dante's Divine Comedy suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Often the book untitled William Blake: The Drawings for Dante's Divine Comedyis a single of
several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Melanie Finnegan:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. William Blake: The Drawings for Dante's Divine Comedy can be
your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Brenda Rodriguez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book William Blake: The Drawings for Dante's
Divine Comedy was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book William
Blake: The Drawings for Dante's Divine Comedy has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.

Juli Gadberry:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the William Blake: The Drawings for Dante's Divine Comedy when you essential it?
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