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Internationally acclaimed for his portraits of powerful and accomplished people and women of great beauty,
Richard Avedon was one of the twentieth century's greatest photographers—but perhaps not the most
obvious choice to create a portrait of ordinary people of the American West. Yet in 1979, the Amon Carter
Museum of Fort Worth, Texas, daringly commissioned him to do just that.

The resulting 1985 exhibition and book, In the American West, was a milestone in American photography
and Avedon's most important body of work. His unflinching portraits of oilfield and slaughterhouse workers,
miners, waitresses, drifters, mental patients, teenagers, and others captured the unknown and often-ignored
people who work at hard, uncelebrated jobs. Making no apologies for shattering stereotypes of the West and
Westerners, Avedon said, "I'm looking for a new definition of a photographic portrait. I'm looking for people
who are surprising—heartbreaking—or beautiful in a terrifying way. Beauty that might scare you to death
until you acknowledge it as part of yourself."

Photographer Laura Wilson worked with Avedon during the six years he was making In the American West.
In Avedon at Work, she presents a unique photographic record of his creation of this masterwork—the first
time a major photographer has been documented in great depth over an extended period of time. She
combines images she made during the photographic sessions with entries from her journal to show Avedon's
working methods, his choice of subjects, his creative process, and even his experiments and failures. Also
included are a number of Avedon's finished portraits, as well as his own comments and letters from some of
the subjects.

Avedon at Work adds a new dimension to our understanding of one of the twentieth century's most
significant series of portraits. For everyone interested in the creative process it confirms that, in Laura
Wilson's words, "much as all these photographs may appear to be moments that just occurred, they are
finally, in varying degrees, works of the imagination."
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Dietz:

The book Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint
Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center Imprint Series) to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything
if you like start and read a publication Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center Imprint Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Glenn Wallin:

The book Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint
Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the
great thing like a book Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center
Imprint Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Avedon at Work: In the
American West (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint Series) has simple shape but you know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book.
So it is very wonderful.

Jenni Roberts:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry
Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint Series) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Rudy Hendren:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Avedon at Work: In the American West (Harry Ransom Humanities Research



Center Imprint Series) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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